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The Oral Test is now worth 240 marks out of a total of 600 marks at both higher and
ordinary level. That’s 40% of the total exam !

The Oral Test will last 15 minutes.

It will consist of 4 parts :

(1) Reception (Beannu)

(2) Poetry Reading (Léitheoireacht)

(8) Description of a series of pictures (Sraith Pictiur) and

(4) Conversation (Comhra).

The diagram below outlines the structure, timing and marking scheme of the Oral Test:

The Oral Test Duration (minutes) Marks
1 Reception 1 5
2 Poetry Reading 2 35
3 Description of picture series 4 80
4 Conversation 6108 120
15 240

RECEPTION (BEANNU) See page 29
Know your name, age, home address, date of birth and examination number “as Gaeilge”.
5 items for 5 marks !

POETRY READING (LEITHEOIREACHT) See pages 3 - 5
You will be asked to read aloud one of the five poems below:-
(i) Géibheann (the complete poem)

(ii) Colscaradh (the complete poem)

(iii) Mo Ghra-sa (Idir Luibini) (any three verses)
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iv) An tEarrach Thiar (any two verses)
v) An Spailpin Fanach (any two verses)
®  The examiner will choose the poem and verses to be read.
®  You may use your own copy of the poem.
®  Accuracy of pronunciation and rhythm of speech is very important when reading

your poem.

DESCRIPTION OF A SERIES OF PICTURES (SRAITH PICTIUR) See pages 6 - 25
There will be 20 A4 pages of pictures with a series of 6 pictures on each page. An A4 page
will be chosen at random in the examination. You should be able to describe the series of
pictures and answer questions about them. PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU SHOULD BE ABLE
TO ASKTHE EXAMINER QUESTIONS based on the pictures. INTERACTION is expected
here.

CONVERSATION (COMHRA)See pages 26 - 32

General conversation beginning with immediate environment. Subject matter of the
conversation will be extended depending on your ability. INTERACTION again is expected
here. 75 marks will be allotted to IRISH REPERTOIRE (your ability to demonstrate the
range and extent of your vocabulary) and 45 marks will be allotted to ABILITY IN IRISH
(fluency and accuracy in Irish).
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A SPIDER’S WEB OF TOPICS ASKED

Da mbuafa an Crannchur Naisiunta? Teilifis

Da mbeifea i do Thaoiseach? Ag an Deireadh Seachtaine

Da mbeifed i do phriomhoide? Scannain

Sport

Polaitiocht .
Coras

Fadhbanna sa Oideachais

tSochai Modh

Coinniollach Caitheamh

L Cursa na hArdteiste
Aimsire

An Tuaisceart .
Oliscoil

Cairiulacht
Lochtanna

Aontas
Eorpach

Buntaisti

Cursai
Reatha

Gairm
Beatha

Chlann

An Scoil Rudai a
Todhchai Ghaeilge Chonaithe d,héananr’m Ar maidin
na Gaeilge tu gach la
Sa Bhaile Ag am I6in
Na Meain Um thrathndéna

Laethanta an lae

Saoire Ar scoil

An Ghaeltacht inniu

Sa bhaile

Thar saile

Fadhbanna
Eitlean Cuiseanna

Post Réiteach

Airgead Bru

WRITE IN THE ENGLISH FOR ALL THE ABOVE WORDS
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BE IN CONTROL!

Much of what is asked in the oral is based on the information which you yourself give
from answer to answer. So, in effect, you are in control of your own destiny!

Always try to direct the conversation on to topics with which you are comfortable. You
can do this by leaving a ‘bait’ at the end of every answer. For example, at the end of
an answer about “Caitheamh Aimsire” you might say “Ar an mbealach abhaile téimid
go dti an pictiurlann”. This sentence is your carefully planted ‘bait’. If the examiner
‘bites’ he may well ask you next: “An dtaitnionn scannain leat?” You will of course have
been expecting that to happen and you will happily proceed with your rehearsed
answer!

Although it is impossible to predict the exact course of any interview, the diagram
below could serve as a rough guide to the sequence of questions in your Oral Irish
Exam:

TU D’AIT DO
FEIN | ~ | CHONAITHE | ~ FADHBANNA | — CHLANN
ABHAIR GAIRM ,
CORAS CAITHEAMH SCANNAIN
OIDEACHAIS | LOCHTANNA | — AIMSIRE | ~| TEILIFiS
MODH _ | CURsAI | AN AN
COINNIOLLACH REATHA TODHCHAI| = | DEIREADH
SEACHTAINE

PRACTISE LEAVING ‘BAITS’ AT THE END OF EACH ANSWER. WILL THE EXAMINER BITE?




